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opportunism. It is a necessity for me to hold to such a view. I am
not saying this to please our communist friends. Whether they are
pleased or not is irrelevant for the task at hand. My pained evalua-
tion is that our Communists have become like cows that are not only
sterile but also sick.
"When communists join anybody, for any purpose, they never
seek to hide the objective of their move," says Lenin. Even when they
take to violence, communists do not run away from the responsibili-
ties connected with that course. Ample evidence is provided by the
history of the international communist movement to show that
whenever the Communist Party proclaimed a line and acted on it,
it never sought to get away from the consequences of such action.
But here the Communists did not have either the will or the capacity
to assume responsibility for even the ordinary consequences of their
participation in a bourgeois democratic election and the nature of
support they extended to others in it. I do not believe that the
Communist Party operating in the open in our bourgeois society is
incapable of formulating a firm position on its attitude to other
political parties engaged in the pursuit of power. But they refuse to
think about the issue because they fear that it might interfere with
their political bargains. They do not permit the rank and file in the
party to think about it either. They deceive the ranks by leading
them in support of fraudulent capitalistic leaders. What kind of
social respect can Communists expect if they are ready to deck any-
body with their "progressive" coat, or to take off the coat from one
and transfer it to another?
The Communist Party believes in the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat. The proletariat does not lose its social respect in any social
environment. In our country, the Communist Parties claiming to
speak in the name of the proletariat, have lost their social respect as
they stand around haggling with political gamblers. The "leftist"
ideological disease that is a mark of the modern bourgeois intellec-
tual, has infected the Communist Party itself. Among party
comrades who have fallen prey to middle class qualities, "crumb
picking" tendencies have begun to grow because of their "relations"
with other parties. Communists have become deadened to such an
exteiit that they are not even able to comprehend the dangers that
such trends represent. I understood all these during the time of the
1971 elections. I knew from experience that with all their political
"clever tricks" they still lacked the ability to withstand a defeat.